Listen. Lesson 3

Teacher instructions.: Read this passage aloud to your learner.

Little Robin Redbreast sat upon a tree,

Up went Kitty Cat, and down went he;

Down came Kitty Cat, away Robin ran,

Said little Robin Redbreast, “Catch me if you can!”

Little Robin Redbreast jumped upon a wall,

Kitty Cat jumped after him, and almost had a fall;

Little Robin chirped and sang, and what did Kitty say?
Kitty Cat said, "Mew, mew, mew," and Robin flew away.
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Listen. Lesson 3

Teacher instructions.: Read this passage aloud to your learner.

THE BIRDS HOME

One day in the springtime, when the little flowers were waking up, Mr. Bird called to Mrs.
Bird, who was sitting high up in an apple tree. He said, "Come, let's sing a song and then begin
to build a nest in this apple tree."

The song was full of sweet notes and dainty trills, and Mr. Bird ended with "Cheer up, cheer
up." Then they flew all around the tree to find the safest place for their little home.

"Will this place do?" asked Mr. Bird.

"No, this place will not do," sang Mrs. Bird, "for it is too low. It is cozy, but the cats can come
up here."

Mr. Bird flew far out on a branch. "Will this place do?" he asked again.

"No," said Mrs. Bird, "for the wind would blow the nest off to the ground."

Mr. Bird flew from one branch to another. At last he called again, "Will this place do?"

"Oh, yes!" said Mrs. Bird. "This is a fine place. Now let us hunt for something to build the nest
with."

They looked all over the fields for twigs and dried leaves. They flew to the barnyard and found
ever so many long horsehairs that had come out of Tom's and Dobbin's tails. In the yard they
got some nice feathers and pieces of string, and from the woods some moss. All these things
they carried, one by one, in their strong beaks, to the tree, working and tugging away until the
nest was done.

Oh, how soft and round and cozy it was! The sticks, leaves, and string made the outside firm
and strong. The horsehairs, woven round and round the moss and feathers, made the inside
nice and warm for Mother Bird, and for something else that came one day very soon. If we
could have looked in the little home that day, we should have seen three pretty white eggs, lying
close together.

Mr. and Mrs. Bird were very happy. Mrs. Bird would not leave the nest, but sat on the eggs to
keep them warm, while Mr. Bird sat near her on the tree and sang his sweetest song. Then he
spread his wings and flew away over the treetops. When he came back he had something nice in
his beak for Mother Bird to eat. Sometimes Father Bird sat in the nest so that Mother Bird
could stretch her wings and fly away through the air.

One day, when Mother Bird was in the nest, she heard a faint "peep, peep!" and looking down
saw a little bird under her warm breast. Soon came another "peep, peep!" and a second little
bird was out. Then she tapped gently on the third egg and out came a very small bird. She
cuddled them under her, nice and warm, for they were not very strong and she did not want
them to catch cold.

But in a little while they began to grow stronger, because their father and mother were taking
good care of them. They began to move about and tried to hop while in the nest, but they fell
over each other.
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Listen. Lesson 3

Teacher instructions.: Read this passage aloud to your learner.

One day they all hopped up and stood on the edge of the nest, but when a big dog said, "Bow,
wow," they went back again as fast as they could go. When Mother Bird came home that day,
she sat on the edge of the nest and told her children that they must learn to use their wings.

Father Bird sat on the other side of the nest and showed them how to raise their wings. The
little birds raised their wings and tried to do just as Father Bird did. When they were tired they
cuddled down in the warm nest and soon were fast asleep.

They tried their wings for several days, and at last, one day, away they flew.

—EVELYN LINCOLN in Half a Hundred Stories.
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Lesson 3

Teacher instructions.: Discuss the illustration and the passage with your learner.

These children have listened to the story you just did and are making a play about it.

What do you see in the photograph?

It is more than 100 years old!

What do you remember from the
story you just listened to? Tell me the
story using your own words.
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Fly to the tree.

Fly to the nest.

Fly to the branch.
Can you fly?

Can you run?

Can you see the cat?
Can the cat run? Yes!
Can the cat fly? No!
The birds can fly.



W]/' l te. \ Lesson 3

Answer the questions with the words from the word bank about the passage.

WORD BANK

fly nest branch

What did the birds build?

a

Where did the birds build a nest?

a

What did the birds teach their babies to do?

10
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