L l sten. :{ Lesson 33

Teacher instructions.: Read this passage aloud to your learner.

LITTLE OWL

There was once a little owl who had never been more than a few feet away from his nest.
One night Mother Owl said to him, "Little Owl, it is time for you to learn to say 'Whoo,
whoo!" as big owls do." Little Owl said, "Oh, no, Mother! I don't want to say "Whoo,
whoo!" But Mother Owl said, "Y ou must say 'Whoo!" When boys and cats hear you and
see your big eyes shining in the dark, they will be afraid and run away from you."

But Little Owl would not say "Whoo!"

"A cat will get you if you do not learn to say 'Whoo!" said Mother Owl.

"What is a cat?" asked Little Owl.

"A cat," said Mother Owl, "has fur and four feet with sharp claws. It has big round eyes
and can see in the dark. It eats mice just as we do. But it eats little birds, too. Hide way
down in your nest when you hear it call."

"What do cats say when they call?" asked Little Owl. "Do cats say "Whoo, whoo!'
Mother?"

"No, no," said Mother Owl, "cats say 'Mew, mew!""

"Mother! Mother!" said Little Owl, "I want to see a cat. I want to hear her say 'Mew,
mew!"'

"You are not a good little owl," said Mother Owl. "You must learn to say "Whoo, whoo!'
as [ do."

"I can't," said Little Owl, and he shut his eyes tight, and would not even try.

Mother Owl said, "I am going to the barn for mice, but you shall not have any for your
supper."

One day Mother Owl flew away and left Little Owl sitting in the tree. "I wish I could see a
cat," he said to himself. "Maybe if I say 'Mew, mew!' the cat will think I am another cat and
will come to see me." So he cried "Mew, mew!" over and over again. Just then a cat came
through the woods and heard Little Owl, and she answered, very high and loud, "Mew,
mew!" Little Owl did not hide in his nest as his mother had told him to do. He looked down
from the tree, and there on the ground, near him, he saw the cat's big eyes looking up at
him. When Little Owl remembered his mother had told him that cats eat little birds, he
began to be frightened. But he said to himself, "The cat will not eat me; she thinks I am
another cat, because I said 'Mew, mew!""

"Who are you, up in that tree?" called out the cat. "I heard you say 'Mew, mew!' Are you a
cat?"

Little Owl did not answer. All he said was, "Mew, mew!"
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Then the cat said, "You say 'Mew, mew!' but you do not look like a cat. You look like a
little owl. I believe you are a little owl. Cats eat mice, Little Owl. Little Owl, can you eat a
mouse?"

"Oh, yes!" said Little Owl. "I can eat a mouse."

Then the cat said, "Maybe you are a cat, after all. For you say 'Mew, mew!' and you eat
mice. But cats eat birds, too. Do you eat birds?"

Then Little Owl forgot he was pretending that he was a cat. "Oh, no!" he said. "l am a
bird."

"Oho!" said the cat. "You are not a cat. You are a little owl! I eat birds. I will eat you,
Little Owl!" And then that cat, with four feet and sharp claws and big round eyes, began to
climb the tree.

Just then a kind little boy came to the tree. His name was Bobbie. When he saw Little Owl
and the cat, he cried out, "Cat, go away! You must not eat Little Owl! I want to take him
home with me and give him some dinner." Away ran the cat, and Bobbie called after her,
"Good-bye, Cat, good-bye!" So Bobbie took Little Owl home with him and put him into a
cage, and hung the cage out on the porch.

Little Owl was not happy. He wanted to go home to his mother. Late in the night Mother
Owl came and sat in a tree near the cage. Little Owl said, "Mother, Mother! I will be a
good little owl. I will say "'Whoo, whoo!' I will hide in my nest when I see a cat. Take me
home with you." But Mother Owl said, "No, no, Little Owl! I cannot take you with me. I
cannot get you out of the cage." When morning came, she flew away.

Little Owl would not sleep. He would not eat his dinner. All day long he kept saying
"Whoo, whoo!" at first very soft and low, and then very loud and high. After awhile,
Bobbie's mother heard Little Owl. "Bobbie," she said, "hear Little Owl! He wants to go to
his mother. Take him to his home. He will not eat, and I don't like to hear him cry."

So Bobbie took Little Owl back to the woods. "Mother Owl, Mother Owl!" he said, "do
you want Little Owl?"

Mother Owl said "Whoo, whoo!" Little Owl said "Whoo, whoo!" too.

Then Bobbie put Little Owl in the tree where Mother Owl was sitting. How happy they all
were!

—ANNE SCHUTZE in Little Animal Stories.
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Discuss. i

Teacher instructions.: Discuss the illustration and the passage with your learner.
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What do you see in the illustration?

What do you remember from the
story you just listened to? Tell me the
story using your own words.
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Read this silently and then out loud.

Little Owl lived with Mother Owl.

One night Mother Owl said, “Whoo!

Big owls say “Whoo, whoo!’

You must say “Whoo, whoo.””

Little Owl said, “Oh, no, Mother!

I don’t want to say “Whoo, whoo.””
Mother Owl said, “You must say ‘Whoo.’
The boy and the cat will hear you.

They will run away from you.”
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Copy the passage.

“A cat,” said Mother Owl, “has fur

and four feet with sharp claws.

It has big round eyes and can see

in the dark.”
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Use the illustration as inspiration to write a sentence.
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